Aaron W. K. Bonar

2408 Newton Street ( Columbus, IN 47201
(812) 240-5209 ( awbonar@indiana.edu
PROFILE: Extensive travel experience with an academic background in constitutional design, democracy development, rule of law, democratic governance, international relations, security studies, international law, and comparative constitutional law.
WORK EXPERIENCE





__________________________
Teaching Assistant, Indiana University Political Science Department (Bloomington)             Spring 2015

· Teaching Assistant for Professor Michael McGinnis in his class “Democracy and National Security.”

· Responsible for grading assignments and exams.

· Lectured for 40 minutes once a week on intelligence-related case studies.
Intern, Law Reform Commission of Liberia





        2011-2014
· Work involving constitutional and other legal reform efforts for Liberia’s government.
· Worked from May 14 to July 15, 2011 in Monrovia, Liberia. Additional work trips in January 2013 and March 2014.
Summer Bank Teller, First Financial Bank, Terre Haute, Indiana 


      2004 – 2010
· Performed typical teller duties (taking deposits, issuing cashiers’ checks, etc.).
· Occasional work as Main Office Security Personnel (open/close building, monitor cameras).
EDUCATION











                           
Indiana University Maurer School of Law, Bloomington, Indiana 
     December 2016 (In Progress)

J.D./Ph.D. Candidate, Law and Democracy (Constitutional Design)

Honors: Phi Delta Phi International Legal Society

Law Journal

· Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies – Articles Editor (August 2011 – May 2013)
Research Projects

· “Liberian Identity and Citizenship: Opportunities and Challenges Regarding the Introduction of Dual Citizenship to the Constitution of Liberia of 1986” (Co-authored with Dr. Jallah A. Barbu, Law Reform Commission of Liberia). Examined possibilities of introducing dual citizenship to the Liberian Constitution of 1986 through participatory constitutional design. Presented at the 47th Annual Conference of the Liberian Studies Association (May 2015).

· “Bushwhacking Democracy: Cutting a Path to Constitutional Reform in Liberia” (Advisor: Susan Williams). Examined models of constitution making and focused on implementing public participation mechanisms in Liberia’s constitutional reform process (2014-2015).
· “Public Participation in Constitutional Reform: A Field Guide for Liberia” (Advisors/Coauthors: Susan Williams, Lauren MacLean). Designed a public participation program for Liberia’s constitutional reform process (Summer 2013).
Grants and Awards

· Center for Constitutional Democracy Grant – Awarded due to involvement in Liberian constitutional reform projects.
· Marilyn Wheeler Pendergast Fellowship – Received due to selection by Maurer School of Law Scholarship Committee.
Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Indiana
 
         
                      

         May 2010
B.A. Political Science, German Studies (Double Major)

Minor: Russian Studies

Honors: summa cum laude, Distinction on Political Science Comprehensive Exams, High 
  Honors on German Comprehensive Exams, Phi Beta Kappa
Off-Campus Studies/Programs

· Georgetown University’s International Law and Security Program – Graduate-level program addressing human rights, conflict, and terrorism (Summer 2009; Florence, Italy).

· St. Petersburg State Polytechnical University – Intensive Russian language, political, cultural, and sociological studies (Fall 2008; St. Petersburg, Russia).

Research Projects

· “The American Friends of Germany Democracy and its Democratic Legacy” (Advisors: J. Gregory Redding, Paul Vasquez). Presented at the Annual Symposium of the Society for German-American Studies (April 2010).

· “Looking Out from the Kremlin Walls: How the State of Russian Democracy Affects Russian Foreign Policy” (Advisor: Melissa Butler). Presented at the Wabash College Celebration of Student Research (January 2010).
Grants and Awards:
· George Lewes Mackintosh Fellowship – Received due to planned entry into law school. Awarded based on departmental recommendation.

· N. Ryan Shaw II Political Science Award – Received due to designation as most outstanding political science major.

· Waldo Stephens Scholarship – Received due to planned career in government service and outstanding academic performance in the political science curriculum.
VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE









Columbus, IN 









      Spring 2016
· Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program (VITA)



      
· Greeter and Printer.
Bloomington, IN 








        2010-2012
· Protective Order Project, Indiana University Maurer School of Law

        
· Pursued protective orders for those who requested the Project’s help.
Abroad 









          Fall 2008
· State Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia 



          

· Answered questions from English and German speaking guests pertaining to exhibits.
Crawfordsville, IN 








        2006-2010
· Family Crisis Shelter 






        
· Helped with general maintenance (cleaning, snow shoveling, lawn care, etc.).
· Montgomery County Humane Society 



                     
· Helped with general maintenance (washing animals, cleaning, snow shoveling, etc.).
Terre Haute, IN 








        2004-2006
· Lighthouse Mission




     


        

· Served food in free cafeteria.
OTHER INFORMATION










Foreign Languages: German (conversational), Russian (elementary)
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